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WHITE CONSOLIDATED INDUSTRIES, INC. 


DESCRIPTION: 

White Consolidated Industries, Inc., until recently White 
Sewing Machine Corporation, has broadened its horizons with a series 
of diversification moves which has expanded its major operating divisions 
to four, In addition to its Sewing Machine Division, the company's 
present major components also include its Apex Fibre-Glass Products 
Division, Specialty Valves, Controls & Instruments Division, and In- 
dustrial Supply Division, 

Still one of the foremost marketers of sewing machines in 
the United States and Canada, White Consolidated Industries also supports 
industry with specialty valves, controls and instruments; a broad line of 
fibre-glass products including pressure vessels, safety products, pipe, 
tubing and fittings, liquid fertilizer, diesel fuel and water softener tanks, 
materials-handling containers, and many other items for civilian and 


military use; plus a wide range of industrial supplies. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
In 2024 with funding from 
University of Alberta Library 


https://archive.org/details/Whit2294 1963 
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BACKGROUND: 


In 1858, Thomas H. White formed a company to manu- 
facture the ''New England'' sewing machine, which retailed for $10. 

Mr. White moved his operations to Cleveland in 1886 because of its 
central location among markets and materials. The name !''White'"' 
first appeared on sewing machines in 1876, and the company was incor- 
porated as the White Sewing Machine Company. 

Shortly after the turn of the century, great interest was 
centered in the horseless carriage. The three sons of Thomas White 
were responsible for putting the famous White Steamer on the road in 
1901. The rapid growth of this part of the business led to the formation 
of a separate company in 1906; and, after many years of close associa- 
tion and moves to increasingly larger facilities, the continued growth 
of both products brought about two independent companies, both includ- 
ing the name White. 

In 1926, the company was reorganized as the White Sewing 
Machine Corporation. Shortly thereafter, the name and certain assets 
of the Domestic Sewing Machine Company were purchased. A second 
wholly-owned subsidiary, White Sewing Machine Products Limited, was 


established for Canada in 1938, 
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THE CURRENT MAJOR DIVISION: 

The rapid industrial resurgence of Germany, Italy, and 
Japan, made possible by American aid after World War II, brought forth 
a glut of sewing machines in the world market. The combination of 
modern foreign manufacturing facilities and considerably lower labor 
costs abroad had a profound influence on the American sewing -machine 
market. 

White responded to this challenge by marketing sewing 
machines that represent the combined resources of top-flight American 
designers, White's own engineering, and European and Japanese manu- 
facturers selected for their modern factories, production equipment, 
and reputation for quality. 

The Sewing Machine Division today comprises four major 
engineering and marketing units, operating independently within the 
divisional structure: 

White Sewing Machine, origins of which can be traced to 
1858, and the old ''New England'' machines (see page 2), offers the 
division's basic and largest-selling line. Whites are available in every 
major American and Canadian city through leading department stores 
and franchised ''White Sewing Centers", Sales graph and market pene- 
tration of White machines have been on an upward curve for every one 


of the past five years. 
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Domestic Sewing Machine, nearly as old as the parent 
company, has been a respectedname in American sewing machines since 
1868. Acquired by White as a wholly-owned subsidiary in the 1920's 
(see page 2), Domestic machines are now distributed in the same 
manner as White in Canada, and in a growing number of selected market 
areas injthe United States: 

Elna Sewing Machine, newest arm of the division, resulted 
from an agreement in late 1963 between the corporation and Tavaro S.A., 
Geneva, Switzerland, whereby White assumes exclusive marketing and 
distribution rights for Elna sewing machines in the United States and 
Canada. Elnas, sold by Tavaro in 130 countries, are a top-quality 
family of machines with numerous extra features. 

Consumer Products Department, a department that con- 
tinues to triple its volume each year, markets a broad line of more than 
100 of the most popular sewing notions and related products in carded 
form through supermarkets, variety stores and service distributors. 

White, Domestic and Elna sewing machines and consumer 
products are extensively marketed in Canada by White Consolidated In- 
dustries, Ltd,, along with the White-based Viking sewing machine, a 


private brand sold by a leading Canadian retail chain. 
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White's Apex Fibre-Glass Products Division is assuming 
increasing stature as a major supplier to both industrial and military 
markets, Emphasis on applied research and new-product engineering 
has provided a solid foundation for continuing growth. New-market 
development has already contributed to greater sales volume. 

A long-respected name in fibre-glass technology, Apex 
is considered a specialist and leader in centrifugal and matched metal 
molding, and a pioneer in filament-winding techniques. Fibre-glass 
products are inherently corrosion resistant and lightweight, and their 
natural resilience eliminates dents and minimizes chipping, splitting, 
failure from vibration-induced fatigue, and damage from impact. Mold- 
ed by appropriate methods (and in optional colors), they have demonstra- 
ted their operational advantages over metal counterparts in hundreds of 
critical applications, 

For the Armed Forces, Apex has designed, developed and 
produced the Navy's first all-fibre-glass torpedo-launching system, 
starters for jet aircraft, filament-wound pressure bottles for both 
rocket and submarine applications, and other items still classified by 
military security. Apex pressure bottles are integral parts of the fuel 


systems of prominent vehicles in America's man-into-space program. 
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Industrial products from fibre-glass include safety hats 
and caps and related products; pipe, tubing, and fittings; trays, tote 
boxes and containers for materials handling and storage; water-softener 
and brine tanks; laundry tubs; and a comprehensive line of cylindrical 
tanks for diesel-truck and marine fuel, gasoline storage, chemicals, 
liquid fertilizers and water. 

White's Specialty Valves, Controls & Instruments Division 
is responsible for the engineering and precision manufacture of specialty 
valves, traps, pressure regulators, separators, strainers and related 
fluid controls used in piping installations in such industries as the petro- 
chemical, food and chemical processing, steel, and others. 

The division consists of two operating groups -- Valves & 
Controls, and Instrumentation Gages and Accessories. Components of 
the Valves & Controls group are Strong, McAlear Manufacturing, Wilgus 
Controls, White Liquid Controls and Schade-Davis Controls. 

To keep pace with the ever-increasing demand for its 
products, the Valves & Controls group was consolidated in a new plant 
in Fairview (suburban Erie), Pennsylvania in July 1963. The plant has 
since been expanded to more than 60,000 square feet of manufacturing 


facility, 
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This divisional group has already expanded to five times 
its original size, and a growing distribution network is currently 
making strong demands of production capacity. Sales are handled 
through more than 500 distributors and manufacturers! representatives 
in the United States, Canada and foreign countries, 

The instruments group includes Jerguson Gage & Valve 
Company, Burlington, Massachusetts, and Robinson Orifice Fittings 
Company, with plants in Houston, Texas, and Los Angeles, California. 

Jerguson Gage & Valve, which became part of White in 
1963, manufactures and markets hazardous-service, direct-reading 
liquid level gages, valves, manifolds and instrument cocks for the ob- 
servation, measurement and control of fluids. It continues to operate 
in its suburban Boston facility where it employs more than 200 people. 

Robinson Orifice Fittings, acquired by White in 1964, is 
the nation's oldest and foremost manufacturer of orifice fittings, meter 
runs, flanges, plates and valves. Its products are used in the metering 
of gases and liquids, and are sold through representatives in the United 
States, Canada, Mexico, South and Central America, 

Comprising White's Industrial Supply Division are Strong, 
Carlisle & Hammond in Cleveland and Canton, Ohio, and Boyer-Campbell 


& Sales in Detroit and Pontiac, Michigan. 
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The latter is a consolidation of Boyer-Campbell Co. and 
Murray W. Sales Co., both of Michigan. These outlets support manu- 
facturing activity throughout the Great Lakes industrial empire with 
comprehensive stocks including steel tubing and tool steel, safety 
supplies, fasteners, standard and special valves, pipe and fittings, 
gears and other transmission components and a varied supply of hand 


and power tools in a total inventory of more than 85,000 items. 


BIN AING TA: 

White's annual report for the year ended December 3l, 
1963, indicated an advance of 10% in sales volume and an even sharper 
increase in earnings from a year earlier. 

1963 sales totaled $29, 321,034, and net profit amounted 
to $716,947, equal to 42 cents per common share. The overall im- 
provement reflected cost reductions, improvement in production 
techniques, streamlining of operating procedures, eliminating of un- 
profitable lines and better use of marketing and distribution facilities. 

Stock of White Consolidated Industries, Inc., is traded 
on the New York Stock Exchange, with approximately 700,000 shares 


of common stock currently outstanding. 
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HAECUTIVES: 


Principal officers of White Consolidated Industries, Inc. 


are: 
Vollmer W. Fries, Chairman of the Board 


Edward S. Reddig, President 

William H. Johnson, Executive Vice President, Treasurer 

R. H. Holdt, Vice President and Controller 

JOnne EeoCOLUsRI TL me oe crete Ly, 

Floyd E. Shank, Assistant Secretary and Assistant Treasurer 


John P. Quinlan, Vice President and General Manager, 
Apex Fibre-Glass Products Division 


Richard E, Lavery, Vice President and General Manager, 
Sewing Machine Division 


Dodge E, Barnum, Vice President and Merchandising Manager, 
Sewing Machine Division 


Thomas L. Ritter, Vice President and General Manager, 
Valve & Controls Group, Specialty Valves & Controls Division 


Robert R. Greenwalt, Vice President and General Manager, 
Instruments Group, Specialty Valve & Controls Division 


Karl E, Ware, Vice President and General Manager, 
Strong, Carlisle & Hammond 


James H. Hurl, Vice President and General Manager, 
Boyer-Campbell & Sales 


Floyd R. Siddall, Vice President, Sales, 
White Consolidated Industries, Ltd. 
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